
United States Fatent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Addim: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VuBmia 1231 3- 1 450 
vrwyr.atpta.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/736,707 



12/15/2000 



James F. Howell 



001248.02 



7802 



7590 05/21/2003 

James E. Bradley 
Bracewell & Patterson, L.L.P. 
P.O.Box 61389 
Houston,, TX 77208-1389 



EXAMINER 



BASHORE, ALAIN L 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3624 

DATE MAILED: 05/21/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



m 



| United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and 
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Washington, DC 20231 
wwwLSpio.gov 



Paper No. 



Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (Voluntary Revised Practice) 

The amendment filed //"^ ° ^ under the voluntary revised amendment practice guidelines', published in the 
Official Gazene on February 25, 2003 (Amendments in a Revised Format Now Permitted, 1267 Off. Gazette 106), does not fully 
comply with minimal requirements of the voluntary practice. In order for the amendment to be entered, it must either (1) comply 
with the guidelines of the voluntary revised amendment practice (which practice invokes waivers of certain 37 CFR U21(aU<n 
requirements') or (2) comply with current 37 CFR 1.121 requirements. 

THE FOLLOWING ITEM(S) IN APPLICANT'S AMENDMENT CAUSES THE AMENDMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT 
WITH THE VOLUNTARY REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE. 

1. A complete listing of all of the claims is not present in the amendment paper. 
□ 2. The listing of claims does not include the text of all claims currently under examination. 

3. The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order. 



L£K 4. Each claim has not been provided with a status identifier, and, as such, the individual status of each claim cannot be 
determined. 

^ 5. Other: J4q tbmo^Pmu^ aLnML ImsAA *j£ C&Um (jjdL 
LIE: Check one of the following boxes: 0 " * 

□ PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT: Applicant is given ONE MONTH from the mail date of this letter to re-submit the 

amendment in compliance with either the guidelines of the revised amendment practice or current 37 CFR 1121 Failure to 
comply with either the current 37 CFR 1.121 practice or with the voluntary practice will result in non-entry of the 
amendment and examination on the merits will commence without entry of the originally proposed preliminary' 
amendment. This notice is not an action under 35 U.S.C. 132, and this ONE MONTH time limit is not extendable. 

& AMENDMENT AFTER NON-FINAL ACTION: Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be a bona fide response 
applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE MONTH from the mailing of this notice within which to re-submit an ' 
amendment which complies with either the voluntary practice guidelines or current 37 CFR 1 121 in order to avoid 
d °^^f^ E ^^S 0F THIS TIME PERIOD ARE AVAILABLE UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

f Signed by Team Leader ] 



136(a). 




' FoUu6ner explanation of the guidelines of the revised amendment format, please see the posted notice and sample amendment format af 
httpy/www.usDto.eov/web/ofTlc cs/Dac/dann/onla/DreoenoticcynfTlrpnY PrpHf.nH V 
hUp://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/Dac/da n D /o P la/Dreoenotice/fonriatrp.vamdtDracp df 
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Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) 

The amendment filed on i^'^l' ° 2* is considered non-compliant because it has not been submitted in 
the format required under 37 CFR 1.121, as amended on September 8. 2000 (see 65 Fed. Reg. 54603, Sept. 8. 2000. and 
J238 0.G. 77,SepL 19,2000). 

□ 1 . The amendment does not include a clean version of the replacement paragrapii(s)/secUou(i). 
37CFR1.121(bXlX")- 

□ 2. The amendment does not include a marked-up version of the replacement paragraph(s)/scction(s). 
37CFRU21(bXlXiiO 

3. The amendment does not include a clean version of the amended cialm(s). 37 CFR 1.121(cXlX0 



□ -4. The amendment does not include a marked-up version of the amended claim(s). 37 CFR 1 .12I(cXlX») 
SE^ 5. other pjU^p^uSl^L CL ter^fdJjL ^-OrJyr^f (JtL LJ?U^ 

□ PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT: Unless applicant re-submits the preliminary amendment in compliance 
with revised 37 CFR 1.121 within ONE MONTH of the mail date of this letter, examination on the merits 
may commence without entry of the originally proposed preliminary amendment This notice is not an 
action under 35 U.S.C. 132, and this ONE MONTH time limit is not extendable. 

AMENDMENT AFTER NON-FINAL ACTION: Since the abov e menti oned reply appears to be bona 
ftde t applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing 
date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correc tion in order to 
avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 
1.136(a). 

For your convenience, attached to this correspondence is a copy of an informational flyer 
(MPEP Bookmark Bulletin on "Simplified Amendment Practice"). 





